A Living Sacrifice
Romans 12
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2	In the news some time ago, a man was receiving a lot of attention for his unusual sacrifice. In fact, his selfless act was creating quite a bit of notoriety. He was being called, by local media, “a hero”. The reason Rob Smitty was at the receiving end of so much congratulation and attention was that he willingly donated one of his kidneys to a perfect stranger. According to news reports, Rob said that his motivation for doing something like this was that it would make his children proud. The trouble was, his ten year old daughter was not impressed by his sacrifice. Amber said her father never came to see her and her mother, Rob’s former wife; he never called, not even on her birthday. Amber said, “I don’t think my father’s much of a hero.” The case took an interesting turn as public documents showed that Rob had not made child support payments to Amber’s mother in nearly a year. Can you imagine? Giving one of your kidneys to a perfect stranger in need, while failing to provide for the needs of your own child? It is really not all that remarkable. In fact, it is classic human nature. We like to define where we will act right, how we will look good, and what we will look like to whom and at what time, while at the same time, avoiding the hard truth about ourselves. Making good impressions can be accomplished from a distance, but authenticity is proven up close. 
In the first eleven chapters of Romans, Paul talked about what we believe. But in chapter 12, Paul shifts gears and is going to talk about how we behave. He is going to address the application of those Christian principles.

3	Romans 12:1a
Being a living sacrifice is not about getting more from God, but giving our all to God. So, we need to look inside ourselves and ask, “What motivates our Christian experience?” Is our motivation from a sense of obligation to God? Is it bribery, so that we will get something from God? Is it guilt? Is it fear? According to Paul, the basis of Christian living, is not obligation, or bribery, or guilt, or fear – it is gratitude.
In the Old Testament, the believer chose to bring a sacrifice to God. In the New Testament, the believer chooses to be the sacrifice to God. I don’t know about you, but I think it would be much easier to make a sacrifice than to be the sacrifice. 

4	I like the story of the farmer who went into the barn and asked his animals to contribute something for his breakfast. The hen clucked of what a great idea that was and produced two fresh eggs. The cow thought it was great and said he would provide the milk. They then looked at the reluctant pig, “Well, aren’t you going to give something for our dear farmer?” The pig responded, “That’s easy for you to say. For you, it’s a minor contribution; for me, it’s total commitment!” 
We do not mind temporary contributions that can be replaced, but our attitude is a lot different when the contribution is more permanent, and something God may never again let us control. 

5	Francis Havergal came to a crossroads in her life. She had been a believer for decades, but knew there were places in her heart and life she did not want God to have. She wrote, that one day, she realized that she must sacrifice every corner of her life to her Lord. She wrote, and I quote, “I realized there must be full surrender before there can be satisfaction.” We have been singing her hymn of consecration for around one hundred fifty years. 

6	Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee. Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise. Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of Thy love. Take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for Thee. Take my voice, and let me sing always, only, for my King. Take my lips, and let them be filled with messages from Thee. Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold. Take my intellect, and use every power as Thou shalt choose. Take my will, and make it Thine; it shall be no longer mine. Take my heart, it is Thine own; it shall be Thy royal throne. Take my love, my Lord, I pour at Thy feet its treasure store. Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for Thee. 

7	Offering ourselves as a living sacrifice to God, dedicated to his service and pleasing to him requires everything we are, everything we have, and everything we do. While visiting Haiti in the early 1900’s, Dale Hayes heard a pastor illustrate to his congregation the need for a total pursuit of Christ-likeness, with nothing held back. He told of a man he knew who wanted to sell his house for two thousand dollars. Another man badly wanted it, but could not afford the full price. After much haggling over the price, the owner agreed to sell the house for half the asking price, with one stipulation – he would retain ownership of one small nail protruding from just over the front door. The man agreed. After several years, the original owner wanted the house back, but the other man refused. They had settled on the price and he owned the house, all except for that one nail. So, the first owner went out, found the carcass of a dead dog, and hung it from that single nail he still owned, just over the front door. It was not long before the house became uninhabitable, and the family was forced to sell the house to the owner of the nail. The Haitian pastor went on to illustrate that giving ourselves to Christ must be comprehensive. We dare not leave one small nail for the enemy to control; we must give our entire house to Christ. 

	Paul said, “Offer yourselves as a living sacrifice to God.” Howard Hendricks put it this way, “The trouble with being alive is that we’re constantly wanting to crawl down off the altar.” We are either unavailable or unwilling to dedicate ourselves to His service and give everything to Him. 
Paul goes on to say that the sacrifice is also pleasing to God. 

8	I wonder, is God pleased with what we offer Him?
Presenting ourselves to God means our lives are out of our hands, with no strings attached. Think about it this way: the quality of our life sacrifice to God, reveals what we think of God. 
Martha Snell Nicholson wrote a poem that speaks of the believer who stands at the Bema seat of Christ, which is the place of reward for a life of surrender. It says,

9	His Plan for Me
When I stand at the Judgment Seat of Christ
And He shows me His plan for me,
The plan of my life as it might have been,
Had He had His way; and I see
How I blocked Him here, and I checked Him there
And I would not yield my will,
Will there be grief in my Savior's eyes,
Grief though He loves me still?
He would have me rich, and I stand here poor,
Stripped of all but His grace,
While memory runs like a hunted thing
Down the paths I cannot retrace.
Then my desolate heart will well nigh break
With tears that I cannot shed;
I shall cover my face with my empty hands;
I shall bow my uncrowned head.
Lord of the years that are left to me,
I give them to Thy hand;
Take me and break me, mold me to
The pattern Thou hast planned.

10	Romans 12:1b
Real worship is the offering of our everyday lives to God. I like the way the Message states it:

11	Romans 12:1

12	Two church members were talking about buying a house. One asked the other, “Who built that house?” When he answered with the name of the builder, the man said to his friend, “Oh, then you don’t have to worry about the quality of that construction . . . that builder is a Christian, and he builds his Christianity into every house he builds.” A. W. Tozer put it this way, “The work done by a worshiper of God will have eternity all over it.” No matter what it is, it is all an act of worship, born out of a heart of gratitude. 
	
13	Romans 12:2a

14	We happen to live in a generation that supposedly tolerates everything, believes nothing, and cares about no one nearly as much as we care about ourselves. We live in the age of ethical relativism. Which means that truth is reduced to your individual opinion. Everyone becomes their own little god deciding what is good, true, and right. There are no absolutes and no moral boundaries. The truth is, it is easier to be conformed to the world’s way of living and thinking than it is to allow God to transform us on the inside. Because in order to be transformed we must be informed.  

15	Psalm 119:11
	No matter when or where we live, we are going to face the philosophies, the fashions, and the lifestyles of our world. We need to be prepared to say, “No” to the world and “Yes” to the Word. But being informed about what the Word says, takes time and effort on our part. The problem is we are the “now” generation, and this transformation of a believer takes a lifetime. The word “transformed” Paul uses is the same word that gives us the biological expression, “metamorphosis”. 

16	Look with me at the transformation of the silkworm into a moth. The tiny silkworm is born out of a tiny black egg. It eats mulberry leaves almost constantly for the first six weeks of its very short life. It grows to around three inches long before finding a little limb from which it begins a three day process of spinning its white silk cocoon. If you can imagine, once unwound, one cocoon yields between 500 and 1200 yards of silk – one single, continuous thread that is ten football fields long. At a given time, the white cocoons are harvested and dropped into boiling water, and the silk thread is unwound.
Harvesting silk began in northern China. Beautiful silk garments remained a Chinese secret for nearly four thousand years. According to Chinese legend, the first silk thread was made when a Chinese Empress was sitting under a mulberry tree and a cocoon fell into her hot tea. She watched as the strong, silky threads of the cocoon began to uncoil. What we do know is that the process of raising silkworms and developing the use of silk in weaving began in China, two thousand years before the birth of Christ. The Chinese would trade this precious silk fabric to the rest of the world along the so named “Silk Road,” and kept their secret until the third century A.D. when it was brought to Japan. I found it fascinating that the greatest danger to the silk business is for the moth inside to successfully break free. It would leave a trail of broken thread which would be unusable to the industry. In order to keep this from happening, the silk farmers keep the moth from fully maturing along this process of metamorphosis. They do it by steaming the cocoons. They have discovered that, for whatever reason, the comfort and warmth provided by the steam actually stunts the growth process and the silkworm never fully matures into an adult moth. It finishes the cocoon, but never breaks free. 
I could not help but think of the metamorphosis of the believer. I wonder how many Christians have accomplished so much and have given so much effort in their journey, but never break free of the cocoon as a mature adult in Christ. So how do we break free of the cocoon? According to Paul,  “By a complete change of our minds.” If God is going to transform us inwardly by a complete change of mind, we must take an active role in becoming students of God’s Word. 

17	After graduating from high school, a student went on a Caribbean cruise with some of his friends. One night his friends tried to entice him into the ship’s bar, but Chad, whose mother was an alcoholic, had determined to never drink. He was a believer and had reinforced his mind with scripture that he purposefully memorized from Proverbs about alcohol abuse. He explained to his friends that addiction ran in his family, and then, he rather courageously quoted a verse he had memorized. He said, “I have learned from the Bible that: Wine makes you mean, beer makes you quarrelsome—a staggering drunk is not much fun.” (20:1) They replied, “Aw, come on Chad, just one beer won’t hurt anybody.” He replied again with scripture, “Don't let wine tempt you, even though it is rich red, and it sparkles in the cup, and it goes down smoothly. 32 The next morning you will feel as if you had been bitten by a poisonous snake.” (23:31-32) His friends turned rather sour at this and began to accuse him of rejecting their company. He quietly said, as much to himself as to them, another Proverb, My son, should your less honorable peers pressure you to do what is wrong,you should be strong enough not to go along.” (1:10)

	The problem is most people don’t take an active role and studying God’s Word. A recent survey concluded that, “The majority of people living in our generation today prefer to listen to someone they perceive to be trustworthy to give them information, than to read it for themselves.” That  translates into, believers driving across town to hear the word at church, without ever walking across their living room floor to get into the study of the God’s Word. 
18	Romans 12:2b

19	Do you know the will of God for your life? Many Christians are waiting for a sign or a feeling. They are waiting for a momentous event in life – like walking through the house, slipping on a banana peel, and landing on a map of China – so they can think, “Ah, God wants me to go to China.” Perhaps God is simply telling them to take out the trash. 
Paul makes it clear that the will of God is not some moment of revelation. It happens to be a lifestyle of renewal where the believer is being transformed in his thinking patterns after the things found in God’s Word. 

God has a way, through pressure and pain, maturing and growing to change us to want what He wants. Paul is saying that when we do something or decide something, if it is pure and pleasing to God and it leads to our further development and maturity as a believer, then we have chosen God’s will.
I agree with one author who says, that if we, as believers, are in a situation where we do not know what to do and yet, must decide – we can do whatever we want! Our desire is to please God and when that is true, God will give us the desire of our hearts. 
So, what does God-likeness look like? And are there guidelines to help us on our journey toward authentic Christianity? Paul spells it out in Romans 12:9-18.

20	Romans 12:9-18

21	Romans 12:9-18 cont.

22	Watchman Nee, a Chinese leader and author of the last generation, told the story of a Chinese Christian he knew who owned a rice paddy next to one owned by an atheist, communist. The atheist scorned his Christian neighbor and wanted nothing to do with Christ. This Christian farmer irrigated his paddy by pumping water out of a canal next to his field. He used a leg-operated pump that made the user appear to be seated on a bicycle. Every day, after several hours of pumping, his rice paddy would be covered with water, but when he left his field, his neighbor would remove some boards that kept the water in the Christian’s field and let all the water flow down into his own field. In this way, he would not have to labor at his own pump. This continued, day after day. The Christian struggled with anger and resentment, until he finally prayed, “Lord, if this keeps up, I’m going to lose all of my rice and maybe even my field. I have a family to care for. This isn’t right or fair. What shall I do?” In answer to his request, the Lord impressed upon his mind a challenge to apply the truth of this text. The next morning, he arose much earlier than usual in the predawn hours of darkness, and removed the boards from his field. He then started pumping water into the field of his neighbor. Then, he replaced the boards and pumped water into his own rice field. In a few weeks, both fields of rice were thriving – and the communist, atheist came to faith in Jesus Christ. That testimony is too unnatural to be dismissed – too gracious to be ignored. He, and we like him, have ample opportunities to act out who we are, as we Offer yourselves as a living sacrifice to God, dedicated to his service and pleasing to him.
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